
Dear Mr. Mayor and City Council Members.  
 
My name is Hugh Sonk, I live at 505 East Huron, and am president of the 
Sloan Plaza Condominium Association. I would like to express my concern 
over the proposed zoning changes, and the negative impact they will have on 
the character and quality of life in Ann Arbor.  
 
During 2005, Calthorpe Associates conducted a city-funded study to develop 
a Recommended Vision for Downtown Ann Arbor. Quoting from that report, 
it was the product of numerous public design workshops, stakeholder input, 
and data gathering.  
 
Page 13 of the report lists non-pedestrian scaled architecture as one of the 
negatives of downtown. On page 19 is the recommendation that buildings be 
built on the pedestrian scale, putting the pedestrian first. Their recommended 
structural plan specifies minimum and maximum building heights to 
reinforce what they call the “existing historic urban fabric.” Page 20 of that 
report shows that the Huron Corridor should contain buildings between 3 
and 10 stories tall. The proposed height limits for Huron street are nearly 
60% higher than recommended by Calthorpe. Maximum height 
recommendations for South University was 8 stories.  
 
Page 22 of that report specifically recommends that future investment along 
Huron Street should enhance the pedestrian scale of the street, and minimize 
the physical barrier separating the Kerrytown and the Old Fourth Ward from 
the Downtown Core. Buildings in the 150-180 foot height range, as 
permitted under the proposed D-1 zoning will do exactly the opposite.  
 
The report also calls for integrating University building proposals into the 
City’s Master Plan. Since the report was drafted, the University engaged in 
massive projects along this corridor. The Biomedical Research Building and 
Cardio-Vascular Center were recently completed, and yet to come on line 
are the even larger North Quad project, and the $535 million Mott/Women’s 
Hospital Project.  If 10 story maximum building heights were recommended 
before construction of these projects, even 10 stories is likely too tall for 
Huron Street to support going forward, and has been verified by concerns 
voiced by MDOT.  
 
Page 27 of the report cites as one of the problems to be addressed along 
Huron Street is the lack of a safe pedestrian experience, due to the volume of 



traffic, speed of traffic, and numerous curb-cuts. The proposal to allow 
massive towers along a street where your consultants stated traffic is already 
an impediment to safe pedestrian use, is counter-productive to the goals of 
the downtown plan, and presents a life safety issue for pedestrians. 
 
There is concern throughout Ann Arbor over future development downtown, 
and what it may do to the quality and character of Ann Arbor.  
The concern is also shared by many of my fellow 460,000 Alumni of the 
University of Michigan, for whom Ann Arbor holds a special place in their 
hearts. One of them suggested that a political action committee be formed 
with the goal of supporting candidates committed to protecting and 
preserving the character of Ann Arbor. Using the Obama model of utilizing 
social networking sites to reach interested parties, they could inexpensively 
reach vast numbers of Michigan Alumni, and potentially raise a substantial  
amount of money to help fund this cause. There is a broad community 
concern that the character of this town is in jeopardy, and steps must be 
taken soon to prevent irreversible damage to the town we love.   
 
At Sloan Plaza we were the pioneers of downtown living, having lived here 
for 24 years. We respectfully request that Council take serious consideration 
of the long-term negative impact of excessive building heights on the quality 
of life downtown, and pay close attention to the recommended density limits 
of the Calthorpe Report, and temper those in reaction to recent construction 
by the University. Calthorpe was the one participant that had no vested 
interest in the outcome of the study. Somewhere during the implementation 
of the study, some of the key points and goals were lost, and the wishes of 
developers have overridden the recommendations of consultants, and the 
will of the people.  
 
 
 
 


