
Subject: RE: Ann Arbor deer question
From: "Bissell, Kristin (DNR)" <BISSELLK@michigan.gov>
Date: 12/30/2014 5:06 PM
To: "vnarmentrout@sbcglobal.net" <vnarmentrout@sbcglobal.net>

Ms. Armentrout:
 
I believe it is important to select management tools based on their ability to meet previously determined
management goals.  The management technique should not be chosen prior to identifying the problem and
clearly stating a goal to address that problem.  The method(s) should be selected based on available
information regarding effectiveness in similar environments, availability of the resources to implement the
method(s), and availability of space to carry out the method(s).  Picking a desired method and shaping
objectives to fit is not a sound approach to management.
 
Currently, there are no deer contraceptives licensed for use in the state of Michigan. The DNR Wildlife
Division does not have a written policy on use of contraceptives, and so is open to reviewing a plan for
urban deer management that includes their use should one become available.  The plan would have to lay
out methodologies for implementation that can meet the city’s clearly identified management goals and
objectives.  It would have to be specific and provide supporting documentation for selected contraceptives,
plans for animal handling, drug storage and administration, animal marking, monitoring, etc.  If our
specialists review a plan and feel that the methods are appropriate and can be safely implemented, then
there would need to be some work done with other state authorities to  pursue licensing of the selected
contraceptive for use to take place in the state.  No permit for contraceptive use could be issued until a
contraceptive is licensed for use in the state. 
 
It is my understanding that if there is a licensed whitetail deer contraceptive in Michigan, the Wildlife
Division role would mainly be in the form of permitting.  Within permits we provide the guidelines and
conditions for permitted use of such techniques and reporting requirements.  DNR staff would not be
guiding an experimental urban deer contraception study (unless there is something worked out with our
research section, but I’m not sure that is even a possibility).
 
Managing urban deer solely using contraceptives in an effort to reduce birth rates would be a huge
undertaking for a community.  It would not likely be a plan that could begin implementation by 2016
(however, it depends on the amount of manpower and expertise invested by the city and its partners and
the lengthiness of the licensing process). Monitoring would need to be a well-thought-out part of the plan. 
It would be important to track the fecundity rates of treated deer (not successful for all animals) and
mortality rates of treated deer (related to handling and not related to handling), the application rates of the
contraceptives, and there would need to be an estimate of the starting population to select a percent of
treated deer required to reduce population growth through births.  In addition, if the goal involves reducing
the deer population, simply applying contraceptives will not accomplish this. Contraceptives may only
address fecundity rates of deer, and would have to be effective on a sufficient number of deer for a
sufficient amount of time until sources of mortality reduced the population to the desired size.
 
Please let me know if you have any more questions. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristin
 
Kristin M. Bissell, Wildlife Biologist
Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources
Waterloo Wildlife Office
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13578 Seymour Road
Grass Lake, MI  49240
Phone: (517) 522-4097
Fax: (517) 522-3315
 
________________________________________
From: Vivienne Armentrout <vnarmentrout@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 2:39 PM
To: DNR‐Wildlife
Subject: Deer: contraception research
 
I am working on an article about the urban deer problem in Ann Arbor.
(for your reference, here is the city webpage about it:
http://www.a2gov.org/departments/community‐services/Pages/Deer‐Management‐Project‐.aspx)
 
At a December 10 presentation, Kristin Bissell, an MDNR biologist, stated that the DNR was open to working with the
city on using contraceptives to control the deer population.  I was confused by this, because the information we had
been given previously was that the DNR did not permit usage of such compounds (the experimental contraceptives).
 
I would greatly appreciate it if you could point me to any official position or documents on the DNR position re use
of contraceptives for deer.  If you could also comment on what would be involved in a cooperative agreement
between the city and the DNR, that would be extremely helpful.  For example, would the DNR oversee an
experimental use, or would it simply be a matter of obtaining a special permit?
 
Thank you.  I would contact Ms. Bissell directly to obtain a clarification of her comments, but I don't have her
contact information.
 
Vivienne Armentrout
920 Vesper Road
Ann Arbor MI 48103
(734) 668‐8579
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