
THOMAS F. WIEDER
2445 Newport Rd. 
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(734) 994-6647 

wiedert@aol.com
  
  

October 15, 2015 
  

Ms. Tanya Hilgendorf 
Humane Society of Huron Valley 
3100 Cherry Hill Rd. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
  
Dear Ms. Hilgendorf: 
  
I have been an HSHV member and contributor for many years.  I have adopted two wonderful dogs 
from HSHV who have, combined, been a part of my life for over 22 years.  I am not a hunter. 
  
I am very disturbed by HSHV’s active opposition to the planned Ann Arbor deer cull as well as its 
involvement in this year’s Ann Arbor City Council election in the 2nd Ward.  There are several reasons 
for this. 
  
First of all, I really do not understand why HSHV is taking the positon that it has taken.  Deer hunting 
is permitted in Michigan.  According to the most recent DNR data I could find, for the 2013 deer 
hunting season, approximately 385,000 deer were harvested, primarily for sport.  No reason need be 
given by a hunter to participate in this harvest, although it may reduce certain negative effects in areas 
with plentiful deer populations.  It is generally accepted that without this annual hunt, overpopulation 
would result in the deaths of large numbers of deer from starvation. 
  
Of course, many millions of animals are raised and slaughtered solely for the consumption of them as 
food by humans. 
  
Why is the controlled killing of 100 deer in Ann Arbor of such concern to HSHV?  There are 
legitimate reasons why many local citizens are concerned about the negative impacts of our local deer 
population.  These reasons are equally, if not more, legitimate than killing deer for sport. 
  
I do not know the extent of HSHV resources that are being put into this effort to print and distribute 
signs, creating a website, staff time, etc.  I do know that this activity is not what I expect my 
contributions to be used for.     
  
I don’t know what you expect to accomplish with this effort.  City Council and staff have spent 
considerable time and effort in evaluating this issue before deciding to proceed with the cull.  Council 
voted 8-1 (with the two absent members also supportive) to proceed with the cull.  The issue has been 
decided, whether HSHV likes it or not.  Please stop wasting my donation dollars. 
  
About the only thing this effort could result in would be replacing Jane Lumm with Sally Petersen, 
since the 2nd Ward is the only one with a contest this year.  It’s somewhat odd to see HSHV go to such 
lengths to defeat someone who has been so involved with and supportive of HSHV for many years. 

mailto:wiedert@aol.com


  
Now, we learn that Petersen is only “personally” opposed to the cull, but will not say how she would 
deal with the issue on Council, if she even has the opportunity to do so.  You have been hoodwinked! 
  
I think that HSHV’s involvement does nothing to further HSHV’s mission and is likely to undermine 
support for the organization in this community. 
  
I also have concerns that HSHV’s actions may have negative legal ramifications.  I assume that HSHV 
is a 501(c)(3) entity.  Perhaps, you also have a 501(c)(4) entity, which would allow more involvement 
in the political process. Neither would allow HSHV to support or oppose specific candidates. 
  
It is your possible involvement with Save the Deer which raises a concern.  I don’t know what Save the 
Deer is.  There is no indication on its website.  Is it actually an existing entity of any sort?  Its website 
contains the following language: “On November 3rd, DO NOT RE-ELECT your current Council 
Member and vote for a humane candidate.  All current Council Members voted for the Deer Cull.”  
The only incumbent Council Member who has opposition this November is Jane Lumm.  The 
reasonable interpretation of this language is that it is urging a vote against Jane Lumm and for her 
opponent. 
  
It also lists HSHV as a resource for taking action on this issue.  If one clicks on the listing (which is 
not a website address), one is directed to HSHV’s Stop the Shoot website.  The websites certainly look 
as though they emanate from the same source – same colors, typefaces, box layout, etc.  At the very 
least, this creates an appearance of a connection between HSHV and Save the Deer.  Such a connection 
by HSHV with an entity that is advocating the defeat or election of a candidate raises legitimate 
concerns about whether HSHV is running afoul of the laws which govern it.  This would be a very 
serious mistake. 
  
I look forward to your response. 
  
      Very truly yours, 
  
      Thomas F. Wieder 
  
      Thomas F. Wieder 
  


